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To their delight it proved to be only a vanguard.
Three regiments of Saxon light horse, heroes of
Kolin, had been placed there with two of Imperial
hussars to collect the wreck of the Neumarkt gar-
rison and to watch the road to Breslau. They clung
too closely to their task and were crushed by
the Prussian vanguard. Eleven officers and 540
men were taken prisoner, many fell, and the rest
fled wildly to alarm the Austrian right. Frederick
could with difficulty check the mad pursuit of his
hussars, who drew bridle almost within cannon-shot
of the enemy.

The King's spirits rose yet higher when he learned
from the prisoners that Prince Charles had left most
of his heavy guns in Breslau. He indulged his
advancing columns with the sight of the captured
troopers filing past them to Neumarkt and again
condescended to repartee. " Why did you forsake
me?" he asked a Frenchman who had previously
deserted from the Prussian army. " Indeed, your
Majesty/' the man replied, " our position is too hope-
less/' "Well," said the King, "let us strike one
more blow to-day, and if I am beaten we will both
desert to-morrow."

As the gathering daylight revealed Prince Charles's
army Frederick's confidence was more than ever
justified. The Austrian position, chosen perhaps to
cover three routes to Breslau, was far too extensive.
Their line, which stretched from Nippern due south
across the highroad, then on behind Leuthen vil-
lage as far as Sagschiitz and the pine-clad hill
beyond, was not less than five miles long and unpro-